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FIONA STANLEY HOSPITAL — POWER OUTAGE 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR S.K. L’ESTRANGE (Churchlands) [10.09 am]: — without notice: I move — 
That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the following motion to be moved 
forthwith — 

That this house calls on the Minister for Health to immediately detail what briefings he has 
received with respect to the power outage at Fiona Stanley Hospital and to explain the duration 
of the power interruption, the wards impacted and whether any patients were harmed or placed 
at risk as a consequence of a power failure; and to outline what he is doing to ensure all public 
hospitals have uninterrupted power supply. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Amendment to Motion 
Resolved, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman (Leader of the House) — 

To insert after “forthwith” the following — 
, subject to the debate being limited to 15 minutes for government members and 15 minutes for 
non-government members 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion, as Amended 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms S.E. Winton): As this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will 
need an absolute majority in order to proceed. If I hear a dissentient voice, I will be required to divide the Assembly. 
Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Motion 
MR S.K. L’ESTRANGE (Churchlands) [10.10 am]: I move the motion. 
We have suspended standing orders today because it is the only vehicle open to the opposition in this place to 
provide the Minister for Health with an opportunity to get on the record, for not only this house, but also the people 
of Western Australia, the situation with the power outage at Fiona Stanley Hospital and what he is doing to ensure 
the safety of that hospital and other hospitals in Western Australia that may be subject to power outages in the 
future. The minister could have made a ministerial statement today, but he did not take that opportunity. That is 
another reason for today’s suspension of standing orders. Members should think of this suspension more as 
a matter of public interest-cum-opportunity for the minister to make a ministerial statement. 
The opposition has received information about what happened yesterday at Fiona Stanley Hospital and it continues 
to flow to us. We understand that there were some unique circumstances in metropolitan Perth with electricity 
storms and some generation facilities being damaged due to vehicle accidents. There are all sorts of stories. What 
happened at Fiona Stanley Hospital was brought to our attention by a staff member, who we will not name. They 
indicated that it was something of concern to them and that we should bring it to this place. I will highlight some 
of the information that was brought forward. 
The information was: “I went to work today. There was a power outage. Not normally a problem as we have 
backup generators, except today the generators failed.” This person had knowledge that as a result of the outage 
there was no cardiac monitoring for patients in the cardiology ward. They also said that the essential power, or red 
electricity, as it is called, which is supposed to always work, did not. They said that it was on and off. I assume 
that the red electricity is the backup power. A hospital can be thought of like a system. When a business continuity 
plan is being made for that system, one of the key things that should be factored into the system is what should be 
done if the main source of power turns off and how a constant supply of power to the hospital can be ensured. 
I expect there would be backup generators and backup batteries—whatever is required to keep the essential 
elements of the hospital operating so that patients are not put at risk. The person who works in the hospital called 
this power red electricity. I could be wrong, and I am happy to be corrected, but they are saying that the power that 
is supposed to always work did not always work in this instance. The person said, “Thankfully the open heart 
surgery was delayed for some reason in the morning, so the chest had not been cracked before the power went out!” 
They also commented that the intensive care unit went to battery backup on their pumps and ventilators. Clearly 
they are completely separate from the hospital itself, which is good. Those battery backups probably sit with the 
bed so they were able to continue working. 
They said that power was definitely out for just under two hours, that it took much longer for the lifts to start working, 
that elderly patients had to climb many stairs, and that there were volunteers and water was on every level for the 
orderlies. Another comment was that a maternity patient leaving with their small baby after delivery held it as they 
carried it down the stairs. They said, “It was all pretty crazy, to be honest, and I’ve had a few wines since getting 
home.” This person has clearly thought, “What’s gone on here today? How has this happened?” The person’s area 
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lost essential power—at least it was on and off in surges and was not reliable. They said that reports that the generators 
kicked in are false. We need some clarification about that. An employee said that the generators did not kick in. 
Maybe the director did a doorstop interview this morning and said something and the minister said something slightly 
different, because reporters are giving us different messages. Employees are saying that the generator did not kick 
in, but a director or somebody of that rank is saying that it did kick in, so we are getting conflicting messages. 
This employee puts the fact that patients were not harmed down to luck. We are not here to try to run this as 
a massive gotcha scare campaign motion. That is not what this is about. This is an essential service for the people 
of Western Australia. We have many large and complex hospitals in the Western Australian health sector, which 
all rely on having electricity flowing to them to ensure that patients are kept safe and are not put at risk. In this 
instance, we are getting mixed messages about what happened yesterday. A person would not have to be advanced 
in the study of business continuity planning to work out that the number one backup plan that would be needed is 
for power. We would like some information from the minister about exactly how the backup power plans work 
and what the backup plans for them are. If hospitals rely on power generation that is external to the hospital and 
the primary source is taken out and the secondary backup, which is external to the hospital, is taken out, we want 
to know why the hospital does not have an internal generation capacity that can kick in very quickly if those 
external sources shut down. We would like to know what that is about. 
We are not particularly concerned about the planning and make-up of these hospitals because we think that 
governments need to review and update their business continuity plans for hospitals regularly because hospitals 
take on new equipment and facilities such as new MRI machines. I visited the new MRI facility linked to brain 
and spinal surgery the other day at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. The minister will remember it, because he would 
have opened it. They are still training on that machine and have not got it up and running, but it is an amazing 
facility. The specialist surgeon talked me through how carefully they have to move the patient from the operating 
theatre table, with their head cracked open and the brain exposed in some instances, into the MRI machine. They 
have to keep everything hygienic so that very careful imaging can be taken and then get the patient back into the 
operating theatre to sew them back up. It is a very delicate and serious procedure. If there were a power outage 
during the procedure, I am not sure that patient’s safety would be cared for properly. Those are the types of 
questions that we want answered today. If the minister cannot answer them all today, we would very much 
appreciate it if he could come back to this place sometime in the very near future to give some us some reassurance 
about what happened yesterday and what he has put in place to make sure that it does not happen again. I will 
leave it there for today. I appreciate the minister accepting the suspension of standing orders to get on the record 
what the government is doing with that hospital system. 
MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [10.19 am]: In a strange way, I thank the member for raising 
this issue, because it gives me a chance to provide some preliminary information to the chamber about what happened 
yesterday. The motion calls on me to provide further detail; I certainly will. I will put together a brief ministerial 
statement at some point in the future so that we get it on the record in specific detail. I obviously did not have the 
chance this morning. We are still reviewing what happened yesterday, but I am very happy to provide the member 
with some detail this morning, which comes from the chief executive of the South Metropolitan Health Service, 
Paul Forden. Yesterday, there was some electrical storm activity in the area, so originally I thought that must have 
been the cause, but it was actually a truck that hit a power pylon. That impact had two effects on Fiona Stanley 
Hospital. The hospital is fed by two network feeds: one from Murdoch and the other from Riverton. In Western Power 
pylon terms, it is understood what Murdoch and Riverton means. The redundancies in the system are that if the 
Murdoch feed, which is the main feed, goes down, it switches automatically to the Riverton feed. I understand that 
yesterday, the truck, wherever it hit, did so in a very unhelpful way and took out both the Murdoch and Riverton feeds 
at the same time. That is the reason that there was a full power outage to the hospital, which is very unfortunate. 
The hospital is equipped with four generators—two diesel and two gas. Again, this information was provided just 
now by Paul Forden. The two gas generators are primarily used during the summer months to allay peaks and 
troughs that occur in the supply of electricity to the hospital. It runs these generators in the background to keep the 
power source to the hospital on a constant stream, particularly during those summer months when there is a big 
draw on the power network. The two diesel generators are the hospital’s emergency generators. When the power 
went out yesterday morning, the two diesel generators kicked in straightaway. That led to a range of protocols 
being followed in the hospital, which is normal practice. They include postponing all operations while the power 
outage is in swing, and I suspect all members can understand why it would do that. Other protocols observed 
included shutting down the lifts; the hospital going into basic power draw, which means that it switches off all 
unnecessary power; and staff starting to use two-way radio communication; they had that as a backup just in case 
things went particularly badly. 
In addition, the member made the observation that a bunch of rumours were going around. I had not heard the one 
about the cardiology unit, though obviously that will be examined. The other one I heard is that patients in the 
intensive care unit had to be manually ventilated. My understanding is that that did not take place. I am sure members 
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have heard a bunch of other rumours as well. Fiona Stanley Hospital, as everyone knows, is a big institution with 
many staff and it is not hard for those rumours to kick off. The chief executive went to great lengths to say just how 
proud he was of the work that the many thousands of staff who work there did to respond to the issue yesterday. 
Gas generators take longer to kick in. The diesel generators had already kicked in, but the decision was made to 
fire up the gas generators for extra insurance, or to create further redundancy in the system. The gas generators 
take a little while to start to kick in, and as the member observed, the power outage was for around 2.5 hours. By the 
time that decision was made and the generators started to crank up, the situation was resolved and Western Power 
restored the mains power to the area. From that point of view, I understood that there was a failure in those 
generators. It has since been explained to me this morning that it was not a failure; the gas generators just take 
longer to fire up than the diesel generators. That is the advice I received over the phone from both the communications 
team and the chief executive this morning. I will obviously be asking for a full briefing on the matter, and I am 
happy to make that the basis of a brief ministerial statement to the chamber as soon as that comes to hand. 
This power outage affected the entire area, so St John of God Murdoch Hospital was in a similar situation and also 
struggled to deal with the significant power interruption, but I am very pleased to say that patient safety was not 
compromised. Obviously, inconvenience was caused to members of the public at the hospital and to any patients 
who were going to have an operation or procedure that had to be postponed. Apologies to all involved as far as 
that is concerned. Once again, I thank the staff for continuing to provide outstanding service under those difficult 
circumstances. I can confirm to the house that I will be very pleased to provide a more comprehensive and formal 
response in the form of a brief ministerial statement as soon as it comes to hand. 
Question put passed. 
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